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Abstract

This study aims to explain the Arabic debating language pattern among International Islamic University Malaysia Arabic debaters. It
will focus on debating terms and phrases that are widely circulated in Arabic debating in this university whereby these terms distinguish
debate from any other language activities such as forums, discussions and public speaking. This study will show examples of styles and
phrases that are used by the debaters when they perform their roles as members of two opposing teams, which are the government and the
opposition. This collection of examples can be used as a reference for those who participate in Arabic debate as well as for debate trainers.
It can be a useful helping tool when training the novice. Although it may not be the best reference as there are too many language styles
and phases debaters use, at the very least it can help debaters to have a grasp of basic debating phrases and terms and there fore, will lead to
betterment in choosing the right phrases and words when they debate. It is important for them to have a good grasp of these phrases and
terms on the basis, that debating is not a regular dialogue or discussion, but it is also an art of systematic and constructive argumentation.
Furthermore, the debate skill requires a high accuracy of words used, clarity of ideas and ‘straight to the point’ manner of speaking without
any elongation of the time allocated for every speaker/debater is very limited.
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Arabic Debate Club presidents’ tenures throughout the
years IIlUM debating teams won championships. It also
serves universities’ and schools’ debaters in showing them
the ideal way of presenting a debate.

1. An Overview

International Islamic University Malaysia is well known
for its achievement in debating arena, in all three
languages: Malay, Arabic and English, locally, regionally

1.1. Problem Statement

and on international level. Today, IITUM Arabic debating
teams still manage to maintain its status quo of Arabic
debate champion in Malaysia when in 2015, they won
ASEAN Arabic Debate Championship organized by
University of Islamic Science Malaysia, and Maal Hijrah
Intervarsity Arabic Debate Championship organized by
UM itself. As IIUM is a prominent university in debating
arena, many took 1lUM as a model in teaching the novice,
whether its school debaters or university debaters. They
refer to [TUM debaters’ videos uploaded on Youtube and
IIUM Arabic debate manual written by 1IUM Arabic debate
trainers [1] to teach debaters on how to debate properly.
Nevertheless, throughout years of IIUM participating the
Arabic debate arena, the style of debating has evolved. In
order to identify whether this evolution has made Arabic
debate become better in terms of style, this paper attempts
to make comparison of debating styles in the eras of IIlUM
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We are mainly focusing on styles that were used by the
IIUM Arabic debaters and discover whether there are any
changes in their styles of phrases throughout certain period
of time.

1.2. Objective

The objective of this study;

1. To identify styles of debating phrases of IUM Arabic
debaters.

2. To compare styles of debate phrases used by HUM
debaters according to their periods.

3. To suggest the ideal way of presenting debate.

1.3. Significance of Study
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This paper is to examine the styles of debaters and to
compare the similarities and the difference among them. It
is also can be used as a guideline for the current and newbie
debaters as well as the trainers.

1.4. Description of Research Areas

This paper is focusing on styles of phrases used by the
IITUM Arabic debaters in defining the debate motions
during intervarsity debating competitions, which used the
Malaysian Parliamentary system; for instance, ASEAN, the
Royals, Maal Hijrah and University of Malaya’s Arabic
Festival.

We are seeking changes of these styles throughout the
period of 2008 until 2015 due to the distinguished
achievements of 1IUM Arabic debating teams during this
period.

2. Description

2.1. Debate

Qatar Debate Dictionary of Debating Terms defines the
word of “debate” as “a verbal confrontation between two
teams engaging in argumentation of a motion. Each team
member is a debater. The team that supports the motion is
called proposition and the team that challenges it is called
opposition. A debate is administered by a chairperson and
assessed by adjudicators. It is usually attended by an
audience” [2].

2.2. Malaysian Parliamentary Debate

Malaysian Parliamentary debating style is following the
Asian Parliamentary Debate’s style. A debate will consist
of two teams; one to propose the motion and one to oppose
it. The team proposing may be known as 'The Proposition’,
‘The Affirmative' or 'The Government. Teams will
comprise the following members:

Debaters (or members) will speak in the following order:
Prime Minister, or 1st Affirmative.

Leader of Opposition, or 1st Negative.

Deputy Prime Minister or 2nd Affirmative.

Deputy Leader of Opposition, or 2nd Negative.
Government Whip, or 3rd Affirmative.

Opposition Whip, or 3rd Negative.

Negative Reply (given by 1st or 2nd Negative).
Affirmative Reply (given by 1st or 2nd Affirmative).

S@ o op o

3. Discussion

3.1. Salman’s Epoch

Mohamed Salman Mohamed Ali was the president of
IHUM Arabic Debate and Public Speaking Club from 2007-
2008. As from this period, we grabbed an example from the
ASEAN Intervarsity Debate Championship 2008, which
held at Islamic Science University Malaysia (USIM).

In this competition, we choose the match between [1TUM
versus USIM in preliminary round and the motion was
“Juadl dgall daliad 40 A8l Masiu” (Nuclear Power
should be Used for the Interest of the State).

In this competition, as first speaker Ummu Hani Abbas
presented her definition of motion by starting with giving
the literal definition for each word stated in the motion.
“The word ‘state’ means country and ‘interest’ means
advantage or benefit.”

We could see that those words are the synonyms of the
word stated in the motion. After defining each of every
word in the motion by giving its synonyms, she proceeded
with giving the contextual meaning of the motion in a
general way. She put the contextual definition in one
sentence i.e.:

slazeVl pr gt Lygpil) Bl pliszal Ay 2SI 2"
plall faad seloYl sldll g IS8 3 2ol Bl e
Flo @ il pedy Bl BN (3 Ulenaly xSl

"y Condl) Ll alaully L)

“We, the government want to use nuclear energy to reduce
dependence on conventional energy partially by using its
lighting for the operation of large factories, medical
purposes and to facilitate ships in the interest of the people
and the state, and it is best for the people and the state.”

3.2. Abu Hafiz’s Epoch

Abu Hafiz was the president of IUM Arabic Debate and
Public Speaking Club from 2009- 2010. As from this
period, we grabbed an example from the ASEAN
Intervarsity Debate Championship 2010, which was held at
Islamic Science University Malaysia (USIM). In this
competition, we choose the match between 1HUM team A
versus I IUM team B in the grand finale and the motion was
“Juadl 4l clel il da (8 ol dabiie Js0 4S L3 (ASEAN
Countries Should To Take Part in Resolving International
Conflicts).

In the competition, Nurhuda Ramli as the first speaker
tried to make new changes in the Arabic debating world in
presenting the definition. She started defining the motion
by giving literal definition for word phrase by giving the
synonym of the word or general concept of the phrase,
followed by conceptual definition of that word or that
phrase. In addition, she justified the reason for choosing the
conceptual meaning of the word or phrase. Moreover, she
added up the definition with mechanism or methods used
when necessary. For instance,
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S sead) Lol 2 ges 2ol (@S jpeedl Ll
Slaw Slelll sda Nl (OILT @ 3 e was 4 Sy
o e (@S jseadt Ll Lo Ol dalata o o 0T
Ll Comgly Lol 0L Jos o olelid) Y §gilansy Lo
elyw DLl oda (@S jpeed! Ll Gily e S jsead Lol
el Ol tabiie myle Jgoy 0Ll dalaws Jps o 0T
o 055 el ads @SN jpeadl Lol Wy oSl pead
Sy Sunl Cng ecasSy Gl Jn taladl ods ol oo

LaS seadl L

“Ladies and gentlemen, ‘international’ means global ladies
and gentlemen. But what we mean in here (it will be) on
three level. First, conflicts between ASEAN countries ladies
and gentlemen, for example: between Malaysia and
Singapore because resolving conflicts between ASEAN
countries is supposed to be a priority ladies and gentlemen.
Second, ladies and gentlemen, conflicts between ASEAN
countries and other countries outside ASEAN region, ladies
and gentlemen. Third, ladies and gentlemen, conflicts
between countries outside ASEAN region, for example
between Iraq and Kuwait, and US and lraq ladies and
gentlemen.”

During this presentation, the researchers noticed that
used most of her time in defining the motion due to the
longer detailing of the definition. Consequently, she tends
to speak faster in the last minutes of allocated time to
complete her speech.

3.3. Nadhirah’s Epoch

Nadhirah Abdul Latif was the first female president of
IIUM Arabic Debate and Public Speaking Club. Her tenure
was for academic session 2012- 2013. As from this period,
we grabbed an example from the first edition of Maal
Hijrah Arabic Debating Competition in 2013, which held at
ITUM. In this competition, we choose the match between
UM team A versus IIlUM team B in the final round and
the motion was “6)spa Jssill Jladd acdl & (Petrol
Subsidy Should Be Removed).

As the first speaker, Nur Faiezah started the presentation
by mentioning the case of the government for the motion.
In this case, the researchers notified that this is the new
trend of proposing the motion by presenting the case first
rather than presenting the definition for example;

o) Sl odll 05 59 T o) Lips (Sane (4"
Slaa® o bzl g gyl s o Sabl ) by 50
Wl skl Bsed mplia 3 Jyill S el &l

L e Je g ol ] i e Mty

“and we stand affirm with our case today that petrol
subsidy should be removed by looking into the purpose of
this motion which is to use the government budget
allocated for petrol subsidy for other development projects
to develop and improve (current state) of the country. Let’s
move to the literal definition of the motion.”

At this point, she clearly mentioned that the case comes
first rather than the definition of the motion. As the
definition is presented, she defined the words literally by
giving the synonyms of the words. This could be the major
turning point in the definition presentation in which, she
mixed up the Ummu Hani’s style and Nurhuda’s style.

As soon as she finished defining all the words in the
motion literally, she came out with conceptual definition of
the motion and added it with the source of the statement to
justify her concept; for instance,

U506 e e Ve pa Bl ¢ kil s Jgrd)
ob s, 1A 5 e aallly o) e ) oSO
spaie b aSH ol AdaoYl Slipadl (S el
Ll o) Sland [apisd 20K i U olslazeyl Sls
55 g5 O a5 psem . Bl flaly asliall fLal
A 100.60 oo Wle Jaidl aw sae 55 OY ol Vs
B @ <S8 LS sl S Nes 10016
"www.bbc.co.uk

She concluded the definition by giving the justification
of supporting her motion, by saying:

)90 g gpikl 1in Jad 15U iSy"
s el el W e s Sl saslll 030

n -

Gl oo oh e pesli)y 25U

3.4. Abdullah Aimanrusydi’s Epoch

Abdullah Aimanrusydi was the president of UM
Arabic Debate and Public Speaking Club reigned from
2014- 2015. As from this period, we grabbed an example
from the University of Malaya’s Arabic Festival 2015,
which held at Malaya University (UM). In this competition,
we choose the match between 1HUM versus Universiti
Sultan Zainal Abidin (UniSZA) in grand final round and

the motion was « cww Ll 3 as s 16 Glay sl —

oblad) &gl (3 wd)” (Illegal Deforestation is The
Main Cause of Floods in Malaysia).
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In this tournament, Firman stood up as the first speaker.
He started with projecting motion by revealing the literal
meaning as quoting:

o Qs V) RS (3 2S¢ @iy o (alad) 2ads™ (3 Vsl
(B ) Sl (et nt)(Jiles) ST (S) - ()

After giving the literal meaning of each of the word, he
gave the conceptual meaning of the motion by saying:

el ol syt Jom TSVl i) 1) 3500 Lz
25 BaSH r o Gl 1B Ble 3 LS seadt)
S adad 0l 2 (172 550 o f Oplal by 5Ll o
oo Ll GtV A @ VT a1 adad 4 oy

LaS seadl ol sl

Eventually, the conceptual definition given in the
motion is quoting from trusted resources such as the act in
the law etc. At this point, the debaters started to use the
exact words from the resource without altering it.

4, Conclusion

There are ways of defining debate motion manifested in
the debaters’ speech. Each individual’s style in defining
motion was picturing the trend that was pervasive in each
era. It was obvious that the way debaters define the motion
have changed throughout the period that the researchers
study. These changes can be summarized as follows:

a. In the beginning, the definition was simple and very
short. It has basic structure of a required definition.

b. The changes started when debaters put in more details
in the contextual definition. The details can be
mechanisms and justifications of the concepts.

c. As time goes by, debaters become more accountable to
the details of their concepts by quoting sources of
information to support their concept.

Though there are changes in the styles of defining
motion, there are some things remain:

a. Literal definition is made by giving synonyms of the
words, without any quote of its source.

b. All debaters stated their case when defining their
motion, whether in the beginning of the definition, in
the middle as well after the motion was defined.

C. Debaters prefer to use the phrase ‘ladies and gentlemen’
to address the audience

We observed that each debater has distinctive
weaknesses when delivering their speech:

a. Repetition: The phrase repeated so many times though
it was unnecessary to do so.

b. Improper wording: For instance; the word lighting used
for nuclear power. The right word for nuclear power
was radiation not lighting. The researchers believe that
this improper use of word that distorts the basic concept
of its related phrase was due to lack of knowledge.
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